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Program/Performance Notes

In this anthem, my lyricist colleague Dave Baldwin and I present our take on Jesus’s parable of the
Pharisee and the tax collector from Luke chapter 18. The tone of the music and the lyrics is deliberately
snarky and “over the top” as the Pharisee (the vocal soloist) lists his many pious virtues that (obviously, in
his mind) make him superior to everyone else. The choir enthusiastically backs him up with “Lord knows
he’s better than you!”

So why, you might ask, would we present this sacred theme — the very words of Jesus! — in a style that
suggests a show tune with a rinky-dink piano part? Well, in order to emphasize with humor and sarcasm
the point that God doesn’t like it at all when we are (in Jesus’ words) “confident of our own righteousness
and look down on everyone else.” This is important! The sanctimonious jerk portrayed in the parable lives
on in many guises in churches and other houses of worship around the world. “Of course God loves me: I
obey all the rules!” is a tempting and enduring bit of really bad theology!

A few suggestions for performance: If the Luke 18 text isn’t already one of the scripture readings for the
day, someone should read it aloud before the anthem is sung. I encourage the soloist to ham it up in the
style of a show tune. And I strongly suggest that someone portray the penitent tax collector, coming into
view at about bar 69 as the Pharisee begins his “prayer” so the Pharisee has something to point at. This
person should just stand quietly, with the breast-beating and downcast gaze described in the parable.
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